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The name of the religious institution that I went to was the Tikvat Israel Messianic 
Synagogue. The address of the Synagogue is 
2715 Grove Ave. Richmond VA, 23220. They are 
Messianic Jewish, so basically they believe in 
Jesus Christ but follow the Jewish faith. The 
date I went was Saturday November 28, 2015 
at 10 am. The service lasted for about 2 hours 
and 15 minutes. There were many different 
officials presiding over the service the day that 
I went because I believe that was their way of 
involving all the Synagogue elders into the 
service to give their wisdom and worship. 
There was a few people that I talked to about 
how the service would go and I believed that 
one of them was named Lisa Cunningham and 
explained why certain things happened during 
the service if the rabbi would say a certain 
word, and that was extremely helpful because 
I got kinda confused at some parts of the 
service.  
 
The outside of the building was stone and 
beautifully crafted. It had stain glass windows 
that you couldn’t tell would be beautiful from 
the outside, but they were breath taking from 
the inside when the light would hit them head 
on and even in the early morning normal light 
they gave you a breath of fresh air feel to them. 
The Synagogue was on the corner of Grove 
and Boulevard and so it was built with the 
entrance on the corner while the flank of the 
building were down those two streets. On 
both sides of the main entrance there was a 
large circular window that had the Star of 
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David built into the stain glass. On the inside 
the walls were white with the main alter place 
as the focal point. There were 5 groups of 
pews on the first floor and I could tell that 
there was some on the second level above on 
of the sections but it was roped off to prevent 
the general public to get to it. The whole 
atmosphere of the place was warm and open 
and respected. You got the sense that you 
could walk in off the street looking like a hot 
mess and you wouldn’t be judged but wel-
comed with open arms to join in their time of 
worship and fellowship.  
 
The visitors were greeted at the door by two 
member of the congregation that were passing 
out pamphlets about what to expect that day 
during the service and if they hadn’t seen you 
before they would tell you about what it is that 
they believe and give you a few more informa-
tion pamphlets so that the new comers could 
be super informed and prepared for what they 
were going to experience during the service. 
Even after you go pass the main door and into 
the service room you were greeted with smiles, 
handshakes, and sometimes hugs. All the 
members of the Synagogue were extremely 
friendly to one another and new comers, even 
if the new comers didn’t have a jewish religion, 
and they also explained things and listened to 
why you were there and what you thought. 
When the service had started the rabbi before 
even starting asked for all the new people who 
had never been to the synagogue before to 
please stand so that the congregation may 
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many even came up to me and asked how I 
enjoyed the service and asked me questions 
about my own faith and why I saw things the 
way I did and then they would give me their 
opinions and I felt like I could have an open 
dialogue with the members and not be sunned 
for not seeing things the way that they did. I 
was even offered to stay for the lunch that 
they provide after the service to everyone. 
That was a very touching gesture because I 
feel like the lunch in after the service is usually 
for congregation members and to be invited 
made me feel welcomed with no questions 
asked.  
 
There were quite a few people that came up to 
me before the service to talk and were more 
then willing to explain why certain things 
happened during the service after it had end-
ed. That was when quite a few people came up 
to me and we talked about the service. They 
explained a little bit of the symbolism that I 
saw and why They did things a certain way 
when maybe another religious group wouldn’t 
do something that way. It was comforting 
when the rabbi of the service came up to me 
after and thanked me for coming and wished 
me a good day and that it was nice seeing a 
new face, as well as that he hoped I enjoyed 
the service. Thats not something that I have 
gotten from other religious groups that I went 
to in the past. On a personal note, if I was 
religious and looking for an institution this is 
the kind of atmosphere that I would want to 
find. I guess that’s why I found the service so 
much more interesting then ones that I have 
been to in the past.  
 
The service started off with a greeting of the 
members and recognizing new faces. Then it 
went into a preyer in hebrew that was both 
written in Hebrew on a power point screen 
recognize them and welcome them with open 
arms and cheers and claps, then he proceeded 
to start his sermon.  
 
The sort of people in the community was a 
wide variety of people from business class to 
working class. There was what looked like a lot 
of middle and semi- upper class people that 
attended the service, this means that they had 
a wide and diverse social class background 
among the members of their congregation. 
There was a wide ethnic background among 
the members of the congregation as well. 
There was Black, Asian, Israeli, Anglo-White, 
Hispanic, Irish, African and they all seemed to 
fit together so nicely even though they had so 
many differences among them. The dominat-
ing gender that was present during the service 
was women surprisingly, and many of those 
women had children or a child with them 
during the service. The one thing that was 
rather difficult to count was the average age of 
the people in attendance of the service. That 
is because the ages ranged from a baby maybe 
a few months old to elderly men and women 
who looked like they could have been in their 
late 80’s. The number of people present during 
the service was about 60-70 I would say. That 
including people who had to leave early or 
arrived late to the service.  
 
I was actually really comfortable sitting with 
and talking to those attending the service and 
not just a select few people either but every-
one and any one that was willing to talk to me 
before and after the service had begun and 
ended. I think that it had a lot to do with the 
fact that everyone was open to seeing new 
faces at their service and genuinely happy to 
have people come in and question and want to 
experience what they find so much joy in. 
Everyone there seemed so very pleasant and 
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speakers greeted the congregation. It made it 
seem like they were greeting a close friend or 
extended family member while still remaining 
respectful and also at the same time quietly 
demanding the same respect from everyone. 
The congregational participation was emo-
tional during some parts like when the preyer 
of healing came around and more casual but 
still emotional, they had emotion but they 
didn’t necessarily show it in their face all the 
time but everyone was committed to what was 
being said and they believed in it whole heart-
edly.  
 
The service was sort of a mixture of sponta-
neous and ritualistic I feel because everything 
had an order in which they were completed 
but the response from the congregation was 
something that added a little level of chaos to 
their service. Also I feel that them having song 
and dance at certain points during the service 
also added a level of spontaneousness that you 
don’t expect even though the songs and danc-
es are practiced before hand to go in a certain 
spot in the service. The service ended with a 
preyer after the guest speaker spoke and their 
congregational announcements about events 
that the Synagogue are having that are im-
portant to know for the upcoming week. There 
was also some silly little jokes told at the end 
by the announcement announcer and then a 
reminder about the lunch that was taking 
place after the rabbi concluded the service 
and thanked everyone for coming out to the 
service that morning.  
 
The art that was around the building was the 
stain glass windows and then the stain glass 
mural that was on sliding panels behind the 
alter that housed the Torah. Other then that 
there were a few tapestries that had things 
written in Hebrew on them on what I can 
and also in English underneath it. Then there 
was a song that was sang in Hebrew then 
English. There was a multitude of preyers and 
songs said and sang in Hebrew then repeated 
in English. After that was over, there was a 
presenting and parading of the Torah around 
the Synagogue for the congregation and new 
comers to touch the covering as a form of 
blessing. Then the Torah was taken back up to 
the alter and it was read from in Hebrew by 
two of the elderly ladies of the congregation 
and then re-read in English. Then they had a 
ceremony to put the Torah back in its alter 
cover spot that required everyone to stand 
just like they did for several of the preyers at 
the beginning of the service and the parading 
of the Torah before the Torah verse reading. 
Then the rabbi went into the preyer for heal-
ing and had people who needed healing or 
knew someone who needed healing to stand 
up and the congregation members would 
spread out among them and they would have a 
prey that was said and then a moment of 
silence. All through out the service they would 
sing songs and even had a congregation band 
that would play and sing while other members 
would dance to different songs of praise to 
their lord. By the end there was a guest speak-
er that happened to be on of their congrega-
tions elders who got up and spoke to the 
people in attendance about giving thanks and 
how to be thankful.  
 
The emotional tone of the service was hopeful 
and light but also serious and oddly enough 
fun at the same time. I think this had a lot to 
do with the fact that they sang and dance 
throughout their service to keep it from be-
coming to heavy in contend for both the adult 
and children’s sake. The opening of the service 
was not dramatic it was more casual and 
mellow with the way that the rabbi and other 
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guess is the Lord and their faith. Besides those 
few things they didn’t really have a whole lot in 
way of physical and visual art. They did have a 
few rituals that they use during preyer that i 
noticed and asked about. Anytime the rabbi 
would say lord they would bend their knees 
and then bow their upper bodies as a sign that 
he was their beacon in the dark and they 
follow him. Another ritual was anytime the 
rabbi would say holy they would rise up on 
their toes to symbolize that holy has signifi-
cance to them and they recognize it as im-
portant. Besides those their services were 
extremely straight forward and easily under-
stood because they weren’t trying to over-
shadow the reason they all went to the 
Synagogue that morning with distracting art 
and complicated symbolism. They used their 
faith as their symbol and what they felt from 
worshiping with their fellowship be their art 
and that was good enough for them. •
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